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WALKER,  BRIGODE.  &  CANRIGHT  INDUCTED 
INTO  TENANTS  HALL  OF  FAME. 

OCT.  13TH:  OPEN  HOUSE/BARBEQUE/RUMBLE 
SALE/ REUNION /FUN /MUSIC/ INFORMATION 

FIRST  ANNUAL  TENANTS  HALL  OF  FAME  HONORS  SUPE  AND  FOUNDERS  OCT  4TH 

The  Tenants  Hall  of  Fame  is  our  first  celebration  of  what  will  become  an  annual  event  to  honor  people  who  have  demonstrated 
an  outstanding  commitment  to  the  fight  for  affordable  housing  and  tenants  rights. 

Our  first  "inductee"  is  retiring  SF  Supervisor  Nancy  Walker.  She  leaves  the  Board  of  Supervisor  after  11  years  of  exceptional 
service  to  Progressive  causes,  not  the  least  of  which  is  housing  and  tenants  rights.  She  leaves  the  Board  poorer  for  that  leaving, 
and  she  leaves  rather  poor  herself. 

Rather  than  enriching  herself  Nancy  Walker  enriched  the  tenants  of  the  City  by  consistently  and  courageously  voting  for  Rent 
Control,  Vacancy  Control  and  other  tenants  rights  legislation-in  season,  and  out  of  season. 

Nancy  Walker  was  author  of  the  renters  security  deposit  interest  legislation,  the  recent  proposed  increase  in  the  transfer  tax  to 
go  for  affordable  housing,  and  San  Francisco’s  Twelve  Point  Homeless  Policy. 

Also  being  inducted  into  the  Hall  of  Fame  are  two  of  the  founders  of  the  San 
Francisco  Tenants  Union:  David  Brigode  and  Michael  Canright.  Brigode  and 
the  Tenants  Union  were  long  closely  identified  because  of  his  untiring 
pioneering  work  in  the  1970’s.  Brigode  went  on  work  in  the  management  of 
non-profit  co-operative  housing  and  in  the  leadership  of  the  SF  Housing  & 
Tenants  Council.  Michael  Canright’s  role  in  the  Tenant’s  Union  and  the 
tenants  movement  in  San  Francisco  is  almost  legendary.  He  now  serves  on  the 
Steering  Committee  of  the  SFTU  and  writes  for  the  TENANT  TIMES. 

The  Oct  4th  event  is  a  fund  raising  event  to  be  held  in  the  Pacific  Heights  flat 
of  a  long  time  Tenants  Union  member.  Space  is  very  limited  now.  If  you  are 
interested  in  attending  please  call  282-6622  and  leave  your  name 
IMMEDIATELY.  Prices  are  $25  for  members,  $35  and  $50  for  others. 

20TH  BIRTHDAY  FUN  AND  MUSIC  AT  OPEN  HOUSE 
This  event  with  a  thousand  names,  has  free  admission,  as  the  San 
Francisco  Tenants  Union  celebrates  its  survival.  The  SFTU  has 
a  combination  Yard  Sale  ("Rumble  Sale"),  with  workshops:  on 
"Your  rights  and  SF  Rent  Board",  "Using  Community  Boards," 
Small  Claims  Court  &  Tenants,"  and  "Live/Work  space  in  SF."  At 
the  same  time  there  will  be  entertainment,  a  barbecue  and 
whatever.  A  chance  for  all  old  and  not  so  old  TU  members  to  get 
together  again.  New  folks  too. 

SO,  CELEBRATE  20  YEARS  OF  TENANTS  ADVOCACY, 
SATURDAY,  OCT.  13TH:  11AM  TO  4PM,  AT  THE  TENANTS 
UNION  OFFICE  558  CAPP  ST.,  BETWEEN  20TH  &  21ST,  ONE 
BLOCK  EAST  OF  MISSION.  ALL  FORMER,  CURRENT,  AND 
FUTURE  MEMBERS  AND  FRIENDS  OF  THE  SFTU  ARE 
INVITED.  BE  THERE!! 


JOIN  THE  SFTU 


Around  the  Rented  World 

SWISS  SOCIAL  SAFETY  NET: 

NOT  CHEESY 

BY  BRIAN  DOOHAN 

A  LITTLE  SWISS  BOUTIQUE  OF  RENT 

“Happy  is  he  who  can  stay  long  by  these  shores." 

(Lord  Byron  in  Geneva) 

"Back  there  in  Geneva,  that's  where  the  money 

grows..."  (John  Gale) 

Last  November,  San  Francisco  voters  defeated  two 
landlord-backed  propositions — one  for  more  condo 
conversions,  the  other  for  a  tax  on  rents  to  fund 
housing  subsidies  in  lieu  of  vacancy  control. 

Tenants  correctly  voted  down  these  travesties,  but  as 
with  any  innovation,  there  is  always  a  lingering 
curiosity  about  what  would  have  happened .  .  .  if.  .  . 

This  summer,  1  had  the  opportunity  to  pass  through  a 
society  of  little  homelessness,  maximum  landlord  prof¬ 
its  and  an  all-seeing,  all-caring  government. 

Welcome  to  Switzerland  whose  history — as  com¬ 
pared  to  that  of  the  Italians  by  defective  penicillin 
salesman  Harry  Lime —  climaxed  in  the  invention  of 
cuckoo  clocks. 

Nowadays  there’s  a  lot  more  innovation  on  the  social 
front.  Northern  and  Western  Europe  (shabby,  not-so- 
Great  Britain  excepted)  is  prosperous  enough  to  buy  its 
way  out  of  many  of  the  problems  that  bedevil  America, 
and  San  Francisco  in  particular. 

The  Swiss  arm  of  the  Eurotenants’  movement  is 
plump  and  complacent  for  there  is  a  uniquely  Swiss 
solution  to  the  problems  of  high  rents.  Landlords  can 
charge  what  they  will.  If  a  tenant  feels  pinched,  he  or 
she  may  go  to  a  “social  boutique”  (!)  where  the 
offensive  rent  will  be  paid  by  the  State.  Even  the  small 
urban  contingents  of  poor  malcontents  and  artists  will 
be  subsidized  (and  otherwise  ignored). 

Naturally  there  are  a  couple  of  catches.  This  courtesy 
doesn’t  extend  to  outsiders.  .  .  Greeks  and  Turks  and 
other  dirty  sorts  are  welcomed  at  certain  times  when 
dirty,  low-paying  jobs  are  hard  to  fill,  but  as  soon  as 
they  become  superflous— poof!  .  .  gone. 

The  plight  of  aliens  in  crowded,  overpriced,  substan¬ 
dard  housing  interests  the  Swiss  not  much.  Harry  Lime 
would  approve. 

A  more  domestic  problem  is  that  which  inevitably 
occurs  when  government  taxes  the  middle  class  to 
house  the  poor  at  the  asking  rates  of  wealthy  landlords. 
Up  go  prices!  In  addition  to  income  taxes,  Swiss  citizens 
pay  a  variety  of  hidden  and  overt  duties  that  raise  the 
cost  of  goods  to  astronomical  heights. 

In  downtown  Geneva,  you’ll  pay  six  bucks  for  an 
ice-cream  cone,  eight  for  a  mealy  hotdog. 

But  the  native  Swiss  seem  to  have  enough  for  rent  and 
sausages.  As  a  headquarters  city  for  international 
finance,  diplomacy  and  institutional  charity,  Geneva  is 
thriving  to  such  extent  that  a  couple  of  old  local  dogs 
like  journalist  Kevin  Starr  and  developer  Walter  Shor- 
enstein  have  been  promoting  a  scheme  to  make  over  San 
Francisco  as  the  Geneva  of  the  Pacific. 


These  two  stooges  of  the  international  expense- 
account  debaters  and  white-collar  malfeasors  recently 
discoverd  their  new  Curly .  .  .  Mayor  Agnos — who  has 
bought  into  the  Geneva  myth  with  all  the  bumptious¬ 
ness  of  a  rookie  hospitaller  exposed  to  Harry  Lime’s 
sample  case. 

To  show  what  the  Swiss  really  think  of  America  and 
our  own  City,  consider  the  ruin  of  the  lakefront 
monument  to  Woodrow  Wilson’s  League  of  Nations. 
Boarded  up,  broken-windowed,  home  to  pigeons  and  a 
few  starving  theatre  offices,  this  building  is  a  scandal  of 
such  proportion  that  it  has  sparked  a  native  NIMBY 
movement  among  neighbors. 

Neighborhood  movements  and  middle-class  quality- 
of-life  issues,  in  fact,  seem  to  have  much  more  future  in 
Switzerland  than  tenants'  rights,  especially  as  Southern 
Rim  immigrants  are  replaced  by  even  poorer  East 
Europeans.  It’s  the  government’s  job.  Sit  back,  enjoy 
your  ice  cream.  .  .chocolate  of  course.  “All’s  well," 
chimes  the  cuckoo. 


THE  OBSCENITY  OF  RENT: 
THOUGHTS  OF  A  TENACIOUS 
TENANT 


BY  RICHARD  HACK 

When  you  stop  to  think  about  it,  tenants  pay  all  the 
bills  on  rented  property,  but  have  almost  none  of  the 
say  about  what  goes  on  there.  All  the  money  that  goes 
to  the  landlords  comes  from  us — the  property  taxes  that 
fund  the  city,  the  financing  of  the  mortgages,  the  main¬ 
tenance  of  the  building,  the  insurance,  and  the  profits. 

Why  do  we  have  to  work  to  produce  and  hand  over 
half  our  income  to  an  absentee  or  live-in  landlord?  Surely 
our  possession  ought  to  amount  to  more  than  the  right 
to  a  30-day  notice  of  eviction  without  cause  under  state 
law.  City  laws  apply  rent  control  protections  of  various 
kinds,  but  these  are  constantly  under  fire  at  the  state 
and  local  level,  and  most  of  them  contain  big  loopholes. 
They  really  don’t  change  our  right  of  possession,  al¬ 
though  they  grant  some  potential  for  permanent  resi¬ 
dency.  They  protect  us  to  some  degree  from  rent  goug¬ 
ing,  but  rents  keep  going  up,  and  our  businesses  usually 
have  no  rent  control  at  all.  These  humane  but  very  im¬ 
perfect  regulations  are  really  only  a  stopgap,  a  first-aid 
station  on  the  road  to  social  health  and  general  pro¬ 
ductivity. 


1990  OPEN  HOUSE 


WORKSHOP  SCHEDULE 


Your  Rights  and  the  SF  Rent  Board 
Noon 

Alicia  Hicks,  SF  Rent  Stabilization  Board 

Using  Community  Boards 
1:00 

Karen  Margin  of  Community  Boards 

Small  Claims  Court  &  Tenants 
2:00 

Jean  Stott  of  Small  Claims  Court 

Live /Work  Space  in  SF 
3:00 

Jennifer  Spangler  of  ArtHouse 


Thanks  to  our  Sponsors: 

Mitchell  Vahula/Karen  Goldman 
Bob  Stanton 
Jean  Larsen 
David  Burton 
Nancy  Miller 
Ben  T rujillo 
Sharon  Martinas 
Robert  Basker 
H.J.  Mitchell 
Anonymous 
Alison  Ulman 
R.  Nordell 
Harriet  Koskoff 
Judith  Gordon/Larry  Banks 
John  Chodor 
Joe  Berry/Joan  Broer 
David  Peck 
Mary  Crispi 
Michael  Masciolli 
Judy  Stone 
Patti  Newler 


ANOTHER  DAY  OF 
FUN  &  MUSIC! 


L-ANDLDR.J) 


20  Years  of  Tenants  Advocacy 

San  Francisco  Tenants  Union 
1970-1990 

at  the 

1990  Open  House 


Come  have  fun,  learn,  buy,  eat  &  drink! 

Free  Admission! 

*  Workshops 
*  Yard  Sale 
*  Entertainment 
*  Barbeque/Beer  &  Wine 


SATURDAY,  OCTOBER  13  1 1AM- 4. PM 

at  the  TENANTS  UNION 558  CAPP  ST.,  SF,  CA 


Bring  this  Invite  for  1  Eree  Drink 
Workshop  Schedule  on  Other  Side 


Sure,  people  are  people — tempted,  corrupted,  frustrat¬ 
ed,  and  driven — there  are  lots  of  bad  tenants  and  a  hell 
of  a  lot  of  bad  landlords  Given  the  way  things  are  set 
up,  I'd  much  rather  have  a  good  landlord  who  takes 
my  money  but  lives  up  to  his  side  of  the  rent  contract, 
instead  of  a  bad  owner  hovering  over  my  back  like 
Satan. 

Every  day  the  Tenants  Union  counsels  renters  who 
are  being  harassed  unmercifully  and  yet  haven’t  the 
slightest  idea  of  their  rights  or  their  value  to  the  system, 
who  believe  that  the  owners  of  a  building  can  do  what¬ 
ever  they  want.  How  many  decent  landlords  have  you 
ever  had  in  your  life?  Maybe  one  in  ten,  if  you're  lucky? 
Most  of  them  want  to  control  every  detail  of  your  life, 
and  they're  totally  insecure  about  money,  money, 
money,  even  when  you're  never  a  day  late  with  your 
rent.  In  The  Art  of  the  Deal,  Donald  Trump  describes  his 
hero,  the  big  real  estate  developer,  as  "a  compulsive 
neurotic."  Small  landlords  are  that  way,  too.  We  work 
productively  to  support  ourselves  and  society,  while 
they  lobby  for  an  end  to  rent  control  and  keep  swing¬ 
ing  deals  to  take  more  money  from  us.  Given  the  way 
things  are,  finding  a  decent  landlord  who  doesn’t  hassle 
you  to  death  is  almost  a  miracle. 

It’s  not  that  they're  bad  necessarily,  they’re  just  totally 
under  the  sway  of  our  dominant  value,  money-making. 
They've  bought  into  it,  shut  down  whatever  else  they 
had,  and  now  they're  totally  insecure.  They  can  never 
have  enough  money  or  power.  They  indulge  the  evil 
side  of  human  nature  and  grab  at  clever  ways  to  ration¬ 
alize  it,  while  denigrating  the  good  side.  They  celebrate 
hare-brained  social  darwinism  and  over-competition, 
while  denying  the  benefits  and  even  the  existence  of 
cooperation,  the  real  foundation  of  civilization  and 
social  order,  something  we  use  much  more  every  day 
than  we  use  competition.  Greed  by  definition  can  never 
be  satisfied;  it  is  a  sickness  that  doesn't  care  what  it 
spoils  or  kills,  as  long  as  more  money  comes  in. 

In  such  a  clunky,  split-up,  exploitative  housing  sys¬ 
tem,  neither  the  landlord  nor  the  tenant  has  the  same 
deep  interest  in  the  quality  of  the  housing  that  a  home- 
owner  has.  Rental  housing  loses,  and  people’s  lives  are 
needlessly  disrupted.  Instead  of  absentee  owners  and 
nonproductive  speculators  tearing  the  social  fabric  and 
overburdening  everyone  with  a  ridiculous  surge  in  the 
cost  of  living,  we  need  to  keep  working  on  ways  to 
organize  a  better  housing  system,  where  rent  becomes 
equity,  tenants  become  owners,  and  people  in  general— 
both  exploiters  and  victims — take  responsibility  for 
their  own  actions,  don’t  blame  all  their  problems  on 
somebody  else,  and  don’t  sucker  others  into  paying  all 
the  bills. 

THE  HISTORY  OF  THE 
SFTU:  20  YEARS  OF 
PREVENTING  HOMELESSNESS: 

--WITHOUT  FAVOR, 

--WITHOUT  FEAR, 

--WITHOUT  FUNDS. 

This  year  the  San  Francisco  Tenants  Union  proudly 
celebrates  its  20th  birthday.  The  SFTU  is  the  oldest 
citywide  tenants  group  in  San  Francisco,  and  one  of  the 
oldest  in  the  state. 


We  began  as  tenant  organizers  in  one  of  the  first 
"gentrifying"  neighborhoods,  the  Haight-Ashbury. 
came  together  to  form  the  Tenants  Action  Group  (TAG). 
TAG  was  formed  to  fight  for  tenants'  rights  and  for  rent 
control.  At  the  time  there  was  no  rent  control  whatso¬ 
ever  in  San  Francisco,  nor  anywhere  in  the  state  for  that 
matter. 

After  several  exciting  years,  marked  by  the  descent 
of  vile  plagues  of  real  estate  speculators  on  the  city, 
TAG  reorganized  in  the  mid-seventies  as  the  San  Francisco 
Tenants  Union.  In  the  late  seventies  the  Tenants  Union 
moved  from  the  Haight  to  its  present  location  in  the 
Mission  at  558  Capp.  The  Tenants  Union  continued 
counseling  tenants  as  to  their  rights,  organizing  in  build¬ 
ings,  and  fighting  for  rent  control  and  decent  housing 
legislation  down  at  City  Hall.  Then  as  now,  the  SFTU 
was  almost  entirely  a  volunteer  outfit  operating  without 
fear,  favor  or  funds!  Then  as  now,  the  SFTU  was  ad¬ 
ministratively  and  financially  independent  of  govern¬ 
ment  or  church  control. 

The  1980s  saw  legislation  considered  violently  radi¬ 
cal  in  the  '60s  and  ’70s  pass,  including  enhanced  rent 
stabilization  and  controls  on  condos  and  residential 
hotel  conversions.  But  the  laws  proved  too  little  and 
too  late  as  incredible  rental  inflation  and  displacement 
ravaged  our  fair  city. 

In  1986  the  SFTU  began  to  emphasize  phone  counsel¬ 
ing  for  paid  members,  and  to  develop  and  increase  a 
dues  paying  base  to  maintain  our  independence,  and 
indeed  to  avoid  the  mortal  fate  of  so  many  other  com¬ 
munity  service  groups  which  have  fallen  by  the  wayside 
over  the  last  20  eventful  years. 


THE  SF  TENANTS  UNION  RECOMMENDS: 

SF  CITY  ELECTION  TUESDAY  NOVEMBER  6,  1990 

SF  BOARD  OF  SUPERVISORS: 

ROBERTA  ACHTENBERG  YES 
JOSE  MEDINA  YES 

CAROLE  MIGDEN  YES 
JOEL  VENTRESCA  YES 
DORIS  WARD  YES 

THE  SF  TENANTS  UNION  RECOMMENDS  NOT  VOTING  FO 
BILL  MAHER  NO 
CAROL  RUTH  SILVER  NO 
JAMES  LAZARUS  NO 

COUNTY  ASSESSOR 
WENDY  NELDER  NO 

SF  LOCAL  PROPOSITIONS 
YES- PROP  E  NUCLEAR  FREE  ZONE 
YES-PROP  H  WATERFRONT  HOTEL  BAN 
NO- -PROP  I  MISSION  BAY  EXEMPTION 
YES- PROP  J  HOUSING  AFFORDABILITY  FUND 


HAPPY  20TH  BIRTHDAY 
TENANTS  UNION!! 


Joel  Ventresca 

FOR  SUPERVISOR 

A  Proven  Neighborhood  Leader  for  the  1990's 


Elect  a  tenants  rights  activist. 


731-1434  202  Grattan  St.  SF.CA94117 

Ventreac®  for  Supervisor  ID#900376 


paid  political  ad 


Tenant  Advocate 

CONNIE  BRANDON 

ATTORNEY  AT  LAW 

(415)  771-6174 

819  Eddy  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  94109 


ROBERT  BURCH 
ATTORNEY 


3004  16th  St.  #302 
SAN  FRANCISCO 
552-0220 
673-6023 


EVICTION  DEFENSE 


Tenant  Attorney 

Stephen  M.  Mackouse 

Attomey-at-Law 

4 1 5-552-0702  77  McAllister  Street 

San  Francisco,  CA  94102 


THE  TENANT  TIMES 
COPYRIGHT  1990  SF 
TENANTS  UNION 
THIS  ISSUE.MICHAEL 
HARNEY,  RICHARD  HACK, 

BRIAN  DOOHAN,  TED  GULLICKSET 


(415)  282-6622 

SAN  FRANCISCO  TENANTS  UNION 
558  CAPP  ST. 

SAN  FRANCISCO,  CA  94110 
ADDRESS  CORRECTION  REQUESTED 


Bulk  Rate 
U.S.  Postage 

PAID 

San  Francisco.  CA 
Permit  No.  10137 


REMEMBER: 

ELECTION  DAY  IS  TUESDAY  NOV.  6.  1990  POLLS  OPEN  7AM  TO  8  PM 

LAST  DAY  TO  REGISTER  TO  VOTE  fs  OCT  9,  1990 

LAST  DAY  TO  REQUEST  ABSENTEE  BALLOT  IS  OCT.  30,  1990 


